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Hazard and Risk Register
For dog trainers and administration support people running kiwi avoidance training – October 2022

Definitions
A hazard is anything that can cause harm.  Section 16 of the Health and Safety at Work Act (2015) (the Act) clarifies that a hazard can include a person’s behaviour.
Risk is the likelihood that the harm will be realised from the hazard in a particular situation.	
Identify
Hazards are identified through workers noticing and reporting them, assessing the work tasks and processes, local discussions about specific hazards and risks and near-miss reports and investigations.
Assessing Risk
Hazards and risks are assessed by considering the likelihood and severity of injury or illness.   The following page includes a risk matrix to assist with risk assessment.
1. Consider the likelihood and severity of the risk if there were no controls in place.  Use the matrix to determine the level of risk.
2. If you choose to use numbers they are multiplied together to come up with a risk level.
3. Determine what controls you will in place.  The risk that remains is called the residual risk.
4. Assess the level of risk once controls are in place (the risk level of the residual risk).

Control
Hazards and risks are controlled by eliminating them if possible.  If not reasonably practicable they should be minimised using substitution, isolation, engineering controls, administrative controls (such as procedures and training) and personal protective equipment.  
Monitor and Review
The effectiveness of hazard and risk management will be monitored through inspections and checks and hazard reporting and injury, illness, near-miss injury reporting and investigation.



Risk Matrix
	
	
	Severity of harm (injury and ill-health)
	

	Likelihood of injury or illness
	
	Minor
No injury or illness or minor first-aid



	Moderate
First-aid or medical treatment and/or restricted work for 28 days or less.
	Serious
Injury/illness needing  hospitalisation up to 48 hours. And/or restricted work more than 28 days. And/o r lost time two weeks or less.
	Major
Life threatening injury / disease/permanent disability. 
Hospitalisation 48 hours or more. And/or lost time longer than two weeks.
	Catastrophic
Fatality or multiple fatalities from injury or illness. Or multiple major injuries.

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Almost Certain
Occurs frequently


	5
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High
	High

	Likely
50/50 chance of occurrence

	4
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High
	High

	Possible
Known to occur in similar circumstances
	3
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High

	Unlikely
Not likely to occur in usual circumstances
	2
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Remote
Occurrences not known  Unlikely to occur even in changed circumstances.
	1
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium


Risk Level
	Risk Level
	Recommended Actions

	Low 
1-3
	Work can proceed with controls in place and monitored.  Continue with risk reduction until the cost is grossly disproportionate.

	Moderate
4-10
	Work can be proceed with current controls, however risk must be frequently monitored and improvements in risk reduction sought.

	High
11-25
	Unacceptable risk under existing conditions requires immediate action to eliminate or minimise risk so far as is reasonably practicable. This can include stopping work immediately until the risk is brought down an acceptable level.
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	Potential Hazards and description of risk
	Risk Level (L/M/H) 
	Controls
	Residual risk level
	Monitoring activity

	Date of next review

	Travel to and at the training 
	
	
	
	
	

	Driving to and while at training

Lack of concentration, loss of control of vehicle, sliding off road or into another obstacle, injury or death 
	High
	All drivers must hold current DL for vehicle type used.
Drivers must comply with road rules and drive to the conditions.
Zero tolerance drug and alcohol policy applies to drivers.
Vehicles must be warranted and maintained in good working condition.
Recognise fatigue and allow another to drive when necessary. If alone, pull over and take a nap before continuing.
Seat belts always to be worn.

If in forestry:
· Keep your lights on.
· Communicate for access.
· Stick to speed limits
· Look out for logging trucks.
	Medium
	
	


	4WD use at training site

Loss of control of vehicle, sliding off road causing impact with obstacles, injury or death
	Medium
	Keep body parts in cab while driving off road.
Secure loose gear.
Assess rivers prior to crossing.
Ensure vehicle is registered for towing weight. 
Vehicle recovery kit should be carried.
Driver should hold a valid licence and be experienced in off -road driving.

PPE: Seat belts
	Medium
	
	

	ATV use at training site

Risk of tipping over, falling off, sliding, rolling, bouncing, losing control – injury or death.
	High
	Manufacturer’s weight limits to be adhered to.
Drivers must hold full driver’s license.
NZQA unit standards should be held as per the following:
24557 (Demonstrate knowledge of the safe operation of an ATV)
24554 (Ride an ATV on flat terrain over pre-planned routes)
24459 Ride an ATV on undulating terrain
24561 Ride an ATV with a trailer.

ATV safety checklist to be done daily. 
No passengers carried. 
Assess area – do not attempt river crossings that are deeper than height of quad tyres.  Cross slow in water and have escape routes planned in advance
Use approved loading ramps

PPE: Helmets worn at all times
	Medium
	
	

	The training site, course
	
	
	
	
	

	Vehicles arriving, parking, turning at training site 

Risk of collision between vehicles, and/or people, dogs being run over
	Low
	Ensure dog owners are fully briefed before arrival on where and when to arrive, to avoid unnecessary vehicles in the arrival/administration area.

Ensure parking area is clearly marked.
	Low
	
	

	Uncontrolled dogs

Risk of fights between dogs, dogs biting people, disrupting training in progress
	Medium
	Ensure dog owners are fully briefed on how to manage their dog/s prior to arrival at the training session.  
Dogs to be kept in the vehicle/dog box until the trainer is notified of their arrival and ready to complete their training.
Dogs to be kept under control at all times, if necessary (i.e. dog cannot be recalled by the owner) the dog must be kept on a lead.
Dogs only to be ‘run’ in the designated ‘exercise’ area, prior to the training session.
Ensure trainer knows how to recognise aggressive or frightened dog behaviours and how to manage the situation.
	Medium
	
	

	Difficult or aggressive people

Trainers, volunteers or workers may come into contact with difficult or aggressive members of the public or clients/dog owners either in the office (phone or in person) or in the field.  
Trainers, staff or volunteers could be physically assaulted and/or feel stressed or harassed by being placed in a confrontational situation. 
	Medium
	Identify the potential risk and put in place procedures for dealing with difficult or aggressive people and train relevant trainers about these.

If confronted do not argue.  Remain polite and respectful.  If concerned about your wellbeing, physically remove yourself from the situation and call for assistance.  Report any suspicious behaviour and personal safety issues to the K4k/DOC coordinator.  Report any acts of aggression or violence to the police.

Ensure trainers are briefed on any current contentious issues (i.e. predator control techniques or management, issues related to various agencies such as HDC or DOC such as Battle for our Birds).

	Low
	
	

	Training administration site – ‘welcome area’ placement

Poor site location – subject to flooding, slips, treefalls etc. 
	Medium
	If using a marquee/tent position away from dangers (i.e. large trees with dead material, flood zones). 

Do not position KAT staging area on river islands and be aware of potential slips and avalanche routes. 

Check level of any nearby rivers.

Ensure escape routes are planned.


	Low
	
	

	Training administration site – cooking and food preparation.
Food poisoning due to poor hygiene.



Carbon monoxide poisoning in confined spaces – injury or death.

Risk of burns or scalding from hot liquids, fire risk while cooking or heating water.
	Medium
	Ensure proper hand cleaning is available, including anti-bacterial soap and towels (preferably paper) in washrooms.
Wash hands before preparing or eating food.
Ensure benches, chopping boards and utensils are clean.
Take care with sharp objects and hot equipment.
Refrigerate or freeze any leftover food within 2 hours.
Anyone who is sick must not be involved with food handling.

Do not use burners in confined spaces without adequate ventilation.

Ensure all appliances are compliant (e.g. BBQs and gas bottles).  All LPG cylinders must be stamped with a LAB number and current test date. 

	Low
	
	

	Working around potentially dangerous livestock like horses, bulls, rams or stags etc.
	Low
	Ensure trainers are aware of potential confrontations with livestock.  

Ensure farm managers or landowners have been notified if training location is on private land.

Trainers have general stock handling knowledge/ability and have an awareness of when to back away.

Contact farm manager or owner if work/travel through the area is necessary. 

Consider isolating dangerous stock from the area using a temporary fence or shifting them into a different paddock BUT only in consultation with the manager/landowner, and only if there is no alternative location.
	Low
	
	

	The training course and surrounding area
	
	
	
	
	

	Electric fences, barbed wire fences

Cuts, scratches, electric shock to dog/people, tetanus, infections
	Low
	Trainers are familiar with the training course route and surrounding area.

Course avoids any unnecessary hazards (i.e. close to cliffs, roads, electric fences, stock, public areas where people/children/other dogs are present).
	Low
	
	

	Uneven terrain at training course, hidden holes, overhanging vegetation
	Low
	Trainers are familiar with the training course route and surrounding area.

Course avoids any unnecessary hazards (i.e. close to cliffs where there could be falling objects, fencepost holes, roads, stock, steep banks, public areas where people/children/other dogs are present).
	Low
	
	

	Slip, trip hazards

Falling over logs or vines, hidden obstacles, causing sprains, cuts, broken ankles or legs, bang head, sticks in face/eyes
	Low
	Be aware of vines like blackberry, supplejack that can cause tripping.
Take care if walking across slippery surfaces and tree roots when wet.
Clearly mark any hazards (e.g. low branches or holes) and point these out to dog owners
PPE:  Footwear that offers good foot protection and has good grip.
	Low
	
	

	Blown dust, sand, debris. 

Sharp bush causing puncture wounds and eye injury
	Low
	Wear glasses/sunglasses/goggles


PPE: Glasses/sunglasses/goggles
	Low
	
	

	Poison bait stations and traps in the area 

Trainers or public have unexpected significant contact with bait stations or trap boxes.  

Injured dogs, poisoned dogs, injured or poisoned people.  Trapped, broken fingers or hands
	Low
	Warning signage in place. 

Only approved handlers to operate traps or bait stations if necessary.

Trainers/dog owners advised not to touch any trap boxes or bait stations in the area, notified before starting, of risk associated with contacting with either, and directed to maintain a reasonable distance away.  Minors to be supervised at all times.  

First aid available and clearly visible.  111 call response if exposure is suspected.
	Low
	
	

	Working around dogs (e.g., pet dogs, hunting dogs, indicator dogs) 

Dog bites, scratches, tetanus, infection, death
	Medium
	Ensure all trainers have a valid tetanus injection.  

Trainers have discussed the dogs’ temperament before arrival at the training session or on first contact.

Dogs must be in good health (i.e. free from mites/ticks and in good body condition)

Only the dog owner to fit the e-collar to the dog being trained.

First Aid kit on-site and in a visible and easily accessible location.

Dog owners notified of First Aid kit location during Toolbox talk .
	Medium
	
	

	Fatigue and Dehydration

Headache, exhaustion, passing out, injury or death
	Medium
	Take regular breaks during the day for snacks, drinks and meals.
Pack adequate food, drink and clothing for task.
Carry clean water. Drink regularly

PPE: Water bottle, water purification tablets
	Low
	
	

	Exposure to Covid-19
Covid-19 infection causes a cough, high temperature and respiratory problems that can result in hospitalisation and fatality.
	High
	Refer to Government and DOC guidance for each Covid-19 Alert Level (AL).  Maintain government guidelines on essential work (KAT is not essential work), physical distancing, staying at home when sick, contactless delivery systems (contact tracing, hygiene, and PPE. 

Only carry out KAT at AL 1 (or less). 

If you're sick, stay home. Don't go to work or school. Don't socialise.
If you have cold or flu symptoms get tested.
Wash your hands. Wash your hands. Wash your hands.
Sneeze and cough into your elbow, and regularly disinfect shared surfaces.
If you are told by health authorities to self-isolate you must do so immediately.
If you have underlying health conditions, work with your GP.
Keep track of where you've been, when and who you've seen.
Businesses should help people keep track of their movements by displaying the Ministry of Health QR Code for contact tracing.
Stay vigilant. Be prepared to act fast to step up alert levels if we have to.
Be kind to others. Be kind to yourself.

Pre-planning: All work must be pre-planned and include COVID-19 hygiene PPE and contact tracing measures.
Disclosure of at-risk conditions to ensure appropriate protective measures are put in place.
Hygiene equipment in all work sites. Provision of soap and water, hand sanitiser, disinfectant and PPE disposal containers.
Ensure workers are trained in hygiene measures and how to wear and remove recommend PPE such as gloves and masks. 
	Low
	
	

	Adverse weather – rain, cold, storm

Risk of hypothermia, drowning, unable to exit site due to slips/swollen rivers, slip/injury or death
	High
	Check weather conditions/forecast in preceding days. Avoid running at training session in poor weather conditions. Postpone training session if conditions are not suitable.
Wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Carry warm and/or wet weather gear.
Ensure adequate water carried.
Stop work if conditions become dangerous.
Be aware of symptoms of hypothermia.  If evident, stop, get out of the weather and warm-up.
Lightning and thunder - As soon as you hear a thunder storm get low, get out of water, off hilltops, away from isolated trees, away from tents and pavilions (as they often have metal in them).”

PPE: Warm/wet weather gear, survival blanket
	Medium
	
	

	Adverse weather – sun, heat

Risk of heat stroke/heat exhaustion
	High
	Check weather conditions/forecast in preceding days and ensure you have appropriate clothing and footwear.
Carry clean water and stay hydrated.
Plan work for cooler parts of the day or in the shade.
Be aware of symptoms of heat exhaustion and heat stroke. If symptoms present stop work immediately and move to shade/cool location.  
If person vomits seek medical advice immediately.

PPE: Water/water bottle, water purification tablets
Adequate water/hydration. Sunscreen, hat, sunglasses and loose clothing
	Low
	
	

	Working alone

Risk of injury, lack of assistance and/or treatment, lost
	Medium
	Trainer has skills appropriate for the task/terrain.  Trainers encouraged to have an assistant during the training sessions to help with ‘meet and greet’ and in case of emergency.

Trainer must have one form of communication (i.e. mobile phone that has reception or radio). Ensure reception is available or know where mobile reception is possible incase of emergency.

Ensure you have contact numbers for designated contact person and if carrying a radio ensure familiar with how to use it.

Trainer should be confident to work alone, including use of relevant emergency procedures and trained in radio use as required.

If lost, stay put and contact appropriate staff.
Register intended locations/routes and estimated time in/out of training session with nominated person.
Do not change planned work.
Check weather

First Aid kit accessible
	Medium
	
	

	Wasp/bee stings

Risk allergic reaction, anaphylactic shock etc.
	Low
	Identify areas of possible wasp activity.  Avoid establishing course in area.
Identify any allergies within trainers or helpers during Toolbox talk, and with dog owners during on their arrival. 
Any trainers with known allergies to not work alone and must carry epipens/anti-histamines.
Seek urgent medical attention if difficulties breathing after being stung.

PPE: EpiPen if known allergy.  If no allergy otherwise antihistamines must be carried.
	Low
	
	

	Animal handling – alive or dead animals, avoidance training props

Risk of cuts, lacerations from handling sharp props.  Infectious diseases and exposure to harmful pathogens from dead/re-frozen training props
	Medium
	Ensure all trainers are aware of disease/bacteria/viruses and related symptoms that they may be exposed to.

Practice high standard of hygiene. 

Cover broken skin before and clean hands thoroughly with antibacterial wipes/lotion after handling animals.

Wear gloves if handling dead/frozen animals used as training props.

Seek medical advice if feeling unwell after handling animals.

PPE: First aid kit. Disposable gloves. Antibacterial wipes or lotion.
	Low
	
	

	Micro-chipping dogs

Risk of being injured from micro-chip applicator, bitten by dog, stab/needle prick
	Medium
	Ensure dog is securely held by the owner to immobilise the head.  Use dog muzzle if needed.  Good needle practise is followed including sharps container and needle caps.
Experienced with micro-chipping dogs.  Used needles disposed of in sharps container.  
Dog owners advised of their role of holding the dogs head and risk to both the holder and micro-chipper clearly explained. 
	Low
	
	

	Water – rivers, streams
	Low
	Do not work near water during, or 48 hours after heavy rain. 

Avoid running training sessions at locations where it is necessary to cross any substantial water courses to get to site or in close vicinity to the site if there is a risk of flooding.

Do not enter potentially contaminated water.
Only enter water when you can gauge the depth.
Watch for litter in or at water’s edge that may cause injury (i.e. partially buried rusty tin).
Wear footwear that will grip on slippery surfaces such as stones or tree roots.
Only drink water taken from a safe source.
	Low
	
	

	Marijuana plantations

Trainers may encounter booby traps or snares if they unexpectantly discover marijuana plots

Risk of cuts, entrapment, broken bones, death
	Medium
	Be aware of guard dogs and booby traps
Withdraw and notify K4k/DOC coordinator

	Medium
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